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Grieg and the spirit of cherry blossom : interview with Fumie Masaki of
The Grieg Society of Japan

Q: Your Society was established over a quarter century ago, in 1996, and occupies a treasured place
in the great ‘Grieg family’ of societies across the world dedicated to the memory of composer Edvard
Grieg and his wife, Nina. Can you tell us more about your founder, Mr Ohtsuka, and how he came
to have such a strong interest in Nordic music?
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Q: As Chair of The Grieg Society of Japan, a thriving Tokyo-based organisation with branches in
Hokkaido, Tohoku, Hokuriku and Kansai — in other words, the length and breadth of Japan! - you
have many responsibilities and exciting musical challenges. Can you tell us more about your role
and how the Society and its branches work together?
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Q: | see that from Grieg’s famous words ‘One must first be a human being. All true art grows out of
that which is distinctively human’ you have created a very beautiful and inspiring purpose for the
Grieg Society of Japan, which is: ‘to encourage people to love and deepen their understanding of
music while nurturing friendships in pursuit of true joy and happiness in life’. Can you tell us more
about the kind of friendships and positive feelings you feel Grieg’s music brings your members in
Japan?
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Q: In northern Europe we yearn for spring as an end to long dark winter nights. Is this the same for
you in Japan, do you have a special way of celebrating the season? I’'m thinking of Grieg’s several
songs and piano works on the theme of ‘Varen’, or spring, and how he loved the re-appearance of
the wild cherry blossom in Norway.
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Q: Can you tell us more about your society’s ‘performing members’ and what activities and
repertoire they enjoy? | know that you encourage amateurs and professionals to work together,
and as a singer, myself, | am particularly intrigued by your members’ dedication to Grieg’s vocal
music. How does all this work?
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Q: I notice that many of the Society’s concerts and events are described as being given with ‘heart’.
Can you explain the meaning of ‘Kokoro’, which | think translates as ‘heart’ or ‘heart, mind and spirit’
and what it means, in Japan, to give a performance or lecture with ‘heart’?

HAND Z Z AkokoroDIRAILE L FNOREMH T3, HARADLE HARDOSUUER T, R B OET HARDH
T2 HHEICE S GERCHARADE LTOBMIC Lo TEENTEEEZONET, /2. BARAADOEER
E LT by &UWabi - Sabi] EWHRELDZHWOLNET, ZOHAD Wabi - Sabi| OFE##HT STt
WZEND AARADOALE & ENTWET, TIUIHAMICH ARDOEW TRKDOY; ] ORfENS & B TVE
79, HOWabi « SUSabilx, [MELE] & [RLE] 28T HAGEC, L0BEHTENRERESVZNA
TAES T, SUNREFHEMREL I TR, DOENEAZRE NS, WEIEFREROMEBZHG Z
%, HDOWabi « USabis, K<ty hTHWOLRET, BAANL, B L IFESZKREYICL, Wabik
SabiZ FF 61525 AN EBONE T,

AARERZ R THond EENETR, L TIRTFERITENTIEARWD, LM LENTHY ELV, DK
MOENSZZE, BARANOFIOLZ2 DT, LirL, BULTIE I a2 — bR B AN D Lkokoro & H
AROAGH UL E AT OB RFES W TWAEAIZ L H Y 928, A, BAANT Wabi - Sabi| #2iie
ERTHDEENET, FAIAZDOL 7 F v+ —"7T, HRBIZEIT HkokorolZ DWW TREMIIZE R L= Z &iddh b
FHAN, HEOKokorolL, HEFZ DO EERMREMEZBER L TWD EBRWET, b7/ 2#Hx 5 L&,
BRI R IN TV B HRIFRIUTIL LV | EFZEDPNTOARWEER, ZUIMEMFoNEETH Y 2
RUBRDAZRESELZ LT, BN LD BFRAICESLS L#H 2 T0WET, FHULEEFR OkokoroDTEY 7
ToH Y, kokorolIZEFEDONHENIZAE H L EWET, FFENL EIE UMD, ZNE DL 5 ITmaRELLTZW
D, EUREICT D Z & TMAIMENE £, kokorolZ T X BN E L 7o TRLMB L S D D TR
WL X 9D

Q: Finally, if | may, Fumie, a personal question: What has attracted you, as a pianist, especially to
Grieg’s music, and, looking ahead, have you any plans for the future you’d like to share with us?
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Author: Dr Sally LK Garden (Feb 2024)
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